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The Dust Bowl
The market-driven agricultural practices of U.S. farmers led to 

one of the most disastrous ecological events in the nation’s

history. Between 1930 and 1940, drought conditions and

depleted farmland caused severe dust storms, some reaching

10,000 feet in the sky and called “Black Blizzards.” An

estimated 2.5 million people were displaced and the

catastrophe compounded the Great Depression, creating

what some have called the country’s “most hard time.”

Dust bowl of 1935 in Stratford, Texas. (NOAA Photo

Library, Historic NWS collection)

Poison in Minamata Bay
From 1932 to 1968, the Chisso Corporation of Japan released industrial wastewater with high levels of

mercury into the sea around the city of Minamata. The mercury poisoned the marine food chain and in turn

thousands of residents became ill, leading to the discovery of a new neurological condition called Chisso-

Minamata Disease. More than 1,700 people have died from the disease, which can cause convulsions, loss

of sight and hearing, paralysis, coma and death.

Death in Bhopal
In what is considered the world’s worst industrial catastrophe, 32 tons of deadly chemical gases leaked into

the city of Bhopal, India, on Dec. 3, 1984, and an estimated 9,000 people died immediately from the invisible, 

air-born poison. The final death toll over the ensuing weeks has been estimated at 20,000 and hundreds of

thousands of residents suffered permanent injuries. Today, the Union Carbide plant, the site of the disaster, 

remains a toxic waste site contaminating the groundwater in Bhopal.

The oil crisis
The Exxon Valdez catastrophe that dumped 11 million

gallons of oil into the Prince William Sound of Alaska in 

1989 is actually far from the largest on record. The Gulf

War oil spill in 1991, for example, resulted in at least 160 

million gallons of oil entering the Persian Gulf. 

Nonetheless, Exxon Valdez heightened public awareness

of the great environmental costs of oil spills and led 

Congress to pass the Oil Pollution Act in 1990. 

A bird stained with oil after a 2007 spill near

Russia. (Alexander Natruskin/Reuters)
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AS RAZÕES



As nações, as instituições, a cultura e a 

literacia dos povos estão conscientes e 

capacitadas para assegurar o futuro 

das próximas gerações

?
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